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     Articles 
 

Not Sorrowing As Others, 2/16/25 by Sam Bunyard 
 
I worked in a funeral home as a summer job for seven years. Over that time, I 
witnessed a lot of different kinds of funerals. I cleaned up whiskey bottles and 
cigarette cartons after the funerals of those who embodied the philosophy, “Let 
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” (I Cor. 15:32). I listened to memories 
about those who made it their life’s goal to create social reform, while failing to 
realize that “keeping the commandments of God is what matters” (I Cor. 7:19). 
 
Comments were made on the longevity of an elderly person’s life – without 
understanding that “all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord 
endures forever” (I Pe. 1:24-25). I observed the tragedy of parents laying an 
innocent child to rest who did not share the comfort of David’s hope in the 
resurrection (II Sam. 12:23). 
 
Overwhelmingly, most of the funerals I witnessed were for those who died with a 
false hope. It seemed that many had been “deceived by empty words” (Ep. 5:6), 
“cheated through philosophy and empty deceit” (Col. 2:8), and led astray by 
“foolish men” to believe a “different gospel” (Jas. 2:20; Gal. 1:6). 
 
Nothing is more tragic than a funeral of one who has no hope. How thankful, 
then, we must be when a Christian dies and we do not “sorrow as others” (I Th. 
4:13)! Rather, we rejoice as those who understand that “to depart and be with 
Christ” is far better than to “live on in the flesh” (Php. 1:21-23). 
 
When Christians die, it is a sad thing for those of us who remain. But it is cause 
for rejoicing when we remember that those who are His will be together with Him 
forever (I Th. 4:17)! Our sorrow is temporary. Our joy shall be eternal! 


