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- WHEN JESUS CAME NEAR,
HE SPOKE TO THEM. HE SAID,
“ALL AUTHORITY IN

~ HEAVEN AND ON EARTH
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME.”
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IArticIes

“Why has this people slidden back, Jerusalem, in a perpetual backsliding?
They hold fast to deceit, they refuse to return” (Jer. 8:4-5). People love to
hear preaching that affirms what they already believe. They will hold fast to
a lie if it lets them continue to live however they want! Paul wrote to
Timothy, “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers” (Il Ti. 4:3-4).

Birdbrains and Repentance

Preaching that does not require change benefits no one. As a result of the
false teaching in Judah, “No man repented of his wickedness, saying, ‘What
have | done?’ Everyone turned to his own course, as the horse rushes into
the battle” (Jer. 8:6). Don't listen to people who encourage you to continue
doing what you have always done. Listen to people who teach and
encourage you to do better! If change is going to occur, it must be a result of
learning.

“‘Even the stork of the heavens knows her appointed times; and the
turtledove, the swift, and the swallow observe the time of their coming. But
My people do not know the judgment of the Lord” (Jer. 8:7). The migratory
birds of creation know to return home when the seasons change — why don’t
the people of God? Not knowing to repent is worse than being birdbrained!
These Jews were ignorant of the seasons of sin because they had chosen
to be ignorant of God’s word! “The wise men are ashamed, they are
dismayed and taken. Behold, they have rejected the word of the Lord” (Jer.
8:9).

“Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? No! They
were not at all ashamed, nor did they know how to blush” (Jer. 8:12). If we
don’t know God'’s word, we don’t even know how to be ashamed when we
do

shameful things! Repentance requires knowledge! Rather than holding onto
deceit, let us hold fast to truth!



Let this Cup Pass from Me, 3/22/24 By Terry Wayne Benton

What did Jesus mean when He prayed three times in the Garden of Gethsemane to “Let this
cup pass from me?” (Matthew 26:39). It is a metaphor for having to experience something
very dreadful. When we experience something bitter and horrible to our senses, we could
metaphorically say that we have to drink a repulsive cup. When we lost our son, you could
say that we had to drink an awful cup of heartache and grief. It was a cup that we surely
wanted to pass from us. Nobody desires to experience such, and so it is a cup of experience
we would rather pass from us. Nobody likes the devastation and hardship of war in their area.
The famine, misery, disease, and carnage are a cup we would rather pass from us. It is a cup
we would rather not have to drink.

There was a cup Jesus dreaded as a man. But as holy God, it had to be repulsive to the core
of His being. It was not just the scourging and the nails and the pain of crucifixion, but far
more than the physical pain was the dread of taking on sin. Sin is repulsive to God. It is like a
putrid disease. Jesus dreads the association of sin with His holy being. To save us, He had to
experience the dreaded association of sin and death. The sinless paying for the sinful. The
innocent stepped in to pay for the guilty, many of whom He knew wouldn’t care and wouldn’t
obey the terms of pardon. Still, nobody could be justly forgiven without this payment. The
dread was still real, and a part of Him wanted to avoid it if possible, and the other part of Him
resolved to accept the cup so dreaded because He knew it was the divine will over the human
will.

A parallel of this metaphor is seen in Ezekiel 23:31-35. Israel (northern ten tribes) had drunk a
bitter cup of war and devastation. That cup had passed Judah (southern two tribes) for a
number of years. But the time of their war and misery had come because of their own
apostasy. God, through Ezekiel, said, “therefore | will put her (Israel’s) cup in your (Judah’s)
hand”..... “You will drink your sister’s cup.” He said of this cup that it was “a deep and wide
one” and that they would be held in derision, filled with drunkenness and sorrow, and that it
would be “the cup of horror and desolation,” and “you shall bear the penalty.” The
Babylonians would soon come upon them and bring the penalty of their error upon them. It
was a cup very similar to the cup that her sister drank during the Assyrian invasion. Thus, you
can see the metaphor of “the cup” being an experience that they should dread.

Jesus was taking the bitter experience of paying the price of death for sin as if He was guilty,
though He was not guilty. The chastisement was for our peace (Isaiah 53). It was to satisfy
the need for justice and mercy in one fell swoop. Even though it was repulsive and horrifying,
the resignation of Jesus to go through with it shows that Jesus passed the test of love over
convenience. As Abraham passed the test of his love for God over his son, so God passed
the test of love for us over preserving His Son from the horrors of taking on the penalty of sin.
He drank the cup because His love was of the highest and purest quality. He drank a bitter
cup for you. It is now up to you to show a love that passes the tests of this world for Him. We
too have a cup to drink. Will it be your will over God’s will?



