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Articles
Genealogy as Evidence 02/26/2024, by Terry Wane Benton

One thing about all the lists of names in the Bible (forget about the difficulty of pronunciation)
is that they were kept meticulously to keep the record accurate and verifiable. When Genesis
gave a genealogy, it was to show that the writer was being historical and factual. Families
could keep their history straight, but they could also see the connection of each link in the
seed line path to the coming Messiah. The Jews, after their law was given at Mt. Sinai,
needed to keep records for two reasons:

1. The Promise of the coming Savior-Messiah was prophesied to come through Abraham,

then Isaac, then Jacob, then Judah, then David, and
2. The priesthood of the sons of Aaron had to be kept clear for legitimate priests in Israel.

To be a legitimate priest in Israel, you had to be from the tribe of Levi and, more specifically,
of the sons of Aaron, and if you could not prove your genealogical credentials, you could not
serve as a priest. So, evidence of genealogy was vital on both of these counts. Therefore,
genealogical records were meticulously used for proof on both counts. No one could claim to
be the Christ (Messiah) without the pure seed line to David, and no one could be a priest in
Israel without good genealogical ties to the tribe of Levi. All records were lost and destroyed
by AD 70. Thus, the priesthood of Levi ended, and the need to keep records of the king
coming from descendants of David was no longer needed since the Messiah had come.

This is why Matthew starts out his book with the genealogical credentials of Jesus. The Jews
would have eliminated Jesus as a rightful Messiah if the genealogy of Jesus did not fit the
predictive avenue of the seed line. Matthew’s credibility would be shut down immediately if
the genealogy of Jesus could not be verified as accurate and connected to Abraham and
David. The unbelieving (in Jesus) Jews would have loved to have discredited the disciples of
Jesus for getting the genealogy wrong and, therefore, proving their messiah was false. If their
message was false, their movement would be short-lived. But the genealogy of Jesus was
without controversy, and it was offered as proof that Jesus is the “Christ” (the anointed
Messiah) of long-standing Jewish prophecy. The disciples offered the genealogy of Jesus as
evidence, and it stood close scrutiny through the centuries. The Jews will never be able to
come up with another alternative to Jesus of Nazareth. Matthew (Matthew 1) and Luke (Luke
3) take Mary and Joseph and show that either route you take, either through Mary or through
Joseph, Jesus is from Abraham and from Israel’s greatest king, David, and all the prophecies
connect to Jesus. Genealogy was a key piece of evidence. Jesus is also the suffering servant
of Isaiah 53, explaining why He let Himself be crucified. He is also the antitype of David, who
suffered and suffered rejection as he pinned Psalm 22. Jesus is also the Child that would be
called “Mighty God,” as predicted in Isaiah 9:6f.

The four eyewitness accounts of Jesus were never countered with proof that these men
concocted an elaborate story that was disproven at every turn. No! The opposite is the case.
They presented the facts and details so carefully, thoughtfully, and convincingly that the world
can never be the same. Even our calendars reflect the truth about the “year of our Lord.” The
genealogy of Jesus is one piece of evidence that passed the credibility tests in the very city
where Jesus was crucified, was buried, and left that tomb empty forever! Jesus is the Christ
of prophecy, and we must believe in Him!



I Forgive and Forget 02/16/2024, by Luther Blackmon

An old slave had defied his master’s order not to read the Bible and was being
flogged for it. As the whip cut into his flesh, his owner taunted him with: “What can
your Bible do for you now, boy?” “It can teach me to forgive master,” he replied.

It is sometimes more difficult to forget than to remember. But we must learn to
forget. “We do not mean literally to forget, but to cease to nurse a grudge, to put the
thing behind us, never to be brought up again, no matter what happens in the
future.

We need to forget our past failures. Don’t cry over spilled milk; get up and milk the
cow again. When you have tried something and failed, learn a lesson from your
failure and then forget it.

Some people can never get over a slight by someone or a wrong done to them. The
penitentiary is full of people who cannot forget a real or imagined wrong by an
individual or society. A man told me that one of the reasons he had never become a
Christian was that he could not forgive a wrong done to him. One of the first
recorded statements of the Lord was: “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:15). We had better
remember that no unforgiving person can have fellowship with a forgiving God.

When Abraham Lincoln was President, he was bitterly criticized by Edward
McMasters Stanton. He called Lincoln a “low cunning clown,” the “original gorilla.”
Stanton was a Democrat, but after the attack on Ft. Sumter, Lincoln appointed him
Secretary of War because Stanton was a loyal man and qualified for the job. Lincoln
was more concerned for the country than for Stanton’s opinion of him. When Mr.
Stanton looked into the rugged and homely face of Lincoln after he was killed, he
remarked in subdued tones of respect, “There lies the greatest leader this country
has ever known.” Would it not be nice if Christians would put the interest of the
Lord’s work and His church before their own petty little injuries? We could use a lot
of real men and women who have Lincoln's spirit concerning this matter.

A little girl was asked to define forgiveness. She said in substance, “I don’t know the
definition, but it is like this: when you crush a rose, the only resistance it offers is a
sweet fragrance.”

Paul might have remembered the ill-treatment he received at Philippi, but instead,
he said: “| thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mind for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the
first day until now” (Philippians 1:3-4).



